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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

, Montenegro


, 

Serbia
 

and Albania

, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova, align 

themselves with this statement. 

Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, we would like to congratulate you upon your election as Chairman of the Fifth 

Committee together with the other members of the Bureau. We are confident that with your 

experience and under your leadership, negotiations within the Fifth Committee will reach a 

fruitful conclusion. 

We also want to express our gratitude to your predecessor, Ambassador Janne Taalas, and our 

deep appreciation to the members of the Bureau of the Committee of the 68
th

 session for the 

remarkable way they presided over the work of the Committee.  

We are also pleased to be able to draw on the extensive experience of the Secretariat of the 

Committee, as well as on that of the other Secretariat officials and of the ACABQ, whose 

contribution is crucial for the conclusion of our programme of work. 

We would also like to thank the Secretariat for organising briefings in the early days of this 

session. It will help provide Committee members with useful information regarding the various 

issues before them and will save precious time during discussions about these agenda items.  

 

Mr. Chairman,  

                                                           
 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 



The Committee's agenda for the session is especially long and heavy and includes many 

important and complex items, such as human resources management, various construction issues 

and property management, as well as numerous budgetary items.  We look forward to having a 

constructive dialogue on all the proposed agenda items and will carefully examine the proposals 

from the Secretary General and the related ACABQ reports.  We will elaborate on the position of 

the EU Member States on the items on our agenda as and when they are presented.  

However, at this stage it is clear that we have much work ahead of us and it will require a 

collective effort by all of us if we are to complete our programme of work by 12 December, the 

date set for the closure of this session. We can achieve this goal if we are determined to conduct 

our negotiations efficiently and in a constructive spirit. In this regard, the first precondition of a 

successful outcome of the Committee's work is the timely availability of documentation. While 

we appreciate the efforts made by the Secretariat, we still experience occasional difficulties with 

the timing of the submission of reports relevant to our discussion. We would like to reiterate the 

important impact of timely submission of all required documentation in all official languages, in 

particular for some central issues such as the budget items.  The quality and speed of our 

discussions depend on this.  

Finally, allow me, Mr Chairman, to make clear the wish of the EU Member States to work with 

you and all members of the Fifth Committee in a spirit of constructive cooperation, consensus 

and collegiality in order to allow us to understand the views and concerns of each other as we 

proceed, and so that we can reach tangible results at the end of the main part of the 69
th

 session 

of the United Nations General Assembly.  

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 


